Incidence of subcortical lesions not increased in nonarteritic ischemic optic neuropathy on magnetic resonance imaging.
We performed magnetic resonance imaging on nine patients with nonarteritic ischemic optic neuropathy and 11 control patients with sensorineural hearing loss and suspected acoustic neuroma. We then counted the number of subcortical lesions in each patient, which may represent an index of generalized cerebral vascular disease. Although patients in the ischemic optic neuropathy group had an average of 3.2 subcortical lesions and those in the control group had an average of 0.9 lesions, this difference was not significant. Based on the presence of subcortical lesions, patients with nonarteritic ischemic optic neuropathy do not appear to have an increased incidence of generalized cerebral vascular disease.